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David R. Wrone, review of word count of 500 not to include title matter. 

George de Mohrenschildt, Lee Harvey Oswald as I Knew Hinr Edited and annotated by Michael A. 
Rinella. Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 2014. 372 pp. 

A 1930s emigre from Poland, the Russian speaking George de Mohrenschildt, had a brief social 
relationship with Lee Harvey Oswald and had assisted Marina Oswald on occasion. A linguist, a 
petroleum expert, and a liver in the free style he left behind two brief manuscripts of memoirs that 
included much on his relationship with the Oswalds. The House Select Committee published them in 
one of the several volumes of its appendix. A university press editor Michael Rinella has expertly 
meshed and edited them, adding copious notes that amount to about half of the present volume. 

Both author and editor provide an incomplete and often erroneous picture of Lee Oswald. The 
editor's profile omits his Marine unit was associated with CIA pacific operations and that he possessed a 
Crypto above Top Secret security clearance. While it is true he defected from London to Helsinki the 
ignored documentary base shows the time frame could only have been met by use of "non-commercial" 
aircraft, a euphemism for intelligence. The editor also omits that the Russians considered him to be a 
"sleeper agent." He further does not reflect the evidence that in America Oswald spoke in a Jesuit 
college damning socialism, communism, and the Soviets, had an intelligence number of 110669, and 
that on August 16, 1962, he became an FBI informant. 

Both the author and the editor believe Oswald did not shoot President John F. Kennedy but it is 
presented as speculation, an assertion that demands factual underpinning. Viz.: Ten witnesses within 
the School Book Depository place him either on the first or second floors at times incompatible with a 
role in the assassination. The Hughes motion picture depicts the window empty at the start of the 
assassination. There was no "Oswald rifle" for the Commission never proved that Oswald purchased, 
received, possessed, owned, or used the Carcano 6.5mm rifle found on the sixth floor. Paraffin tests in a 




nuclear reactor proved Oswald had not fired a rifle that day, which top officials in the FBI privately 
agreed. Further, the three shells found on the sixth floor had also been ejected from a different rifle. 

Theory in lieu of established facts mar both text and notes. A perspective is necessary. The 
editor cites only a few FBI documents and without a locating serial number. Since there are 5,000,000 
pages of official federal documents in the National Archives on the murder and another 5,000,000 in 
assorted other depositories their neglect poses a high barrier for acceptance of the notes comments. 

This can be illustrated by the author and the editor's great reliance on Marina's testimony, 
especially on her claim her husband shot at and missed the retired right-wing General Edwin Walker. 
While severe chronological and physical impossibilities alone require dismissing the account, the factual 
base is definitive. It depicts the recovered slug as a steel jacketed 30.06 that differs from 6.5mm copper 
jacketed bullets of the alleged Oswald Carcano. The FBI lab also determined it had a different alloy 
composition. Furthermore, two witnesses saw two cars driven by men not Oswald speed away. This 
must be seen in light of the uncited memoranda of a Commission counsel's lament to his chief, that 
Marina "repeatedly lied" on vital matters to the Secret Service, FBI, and Commission. 

At the expense of the factual record both author and editor theorize on the title, appearance, 
and nature of the assassination book Farewell America that appeared during DA Jim Garrison's trial of 
Clay Shaw. Garrison told me, and responsible critic H. Weisberg present at the time affirmed to me, that 
an apparent French intelligence agent delivered the holograph manuscript. Its libelous doctrines 
seemed designed to misdirect the trial. Garrison had the agent change the French title before printing.. 

Regretfully, the editor did not choose to include the circumstances of de Mohrenschildt's death. 
Four times in the last year of his life he had attempted suicide and had then committed himself for 
several weeks in a psychiatric hospital. Soon he fled to Florida. On the morning of March 29, 1977, 
historian E. Epstein, who would soon publish a theory driven book on Oswald, interviewed him at a 




hotel, seeking to continue it in the mid-afternoon. In the meantime Gaeton Fonzi of the House 
Committee had called at the home and left his card. In the afternoon De Mohrenschildt shot himself. 




